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Connecting the Next Billion 
Minds… 

Connectivity for Transformational 

Extractive-Sector CSR 
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Geeks Without Frontiers

● Non-Profit Humanitarian Organization 

● 10-Year Goal: To Connect the Next Billion Minds… 
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Exponential Connectivity Policy

Geeks is Advising the U.S. and Other 
Governments on Model Law for…

● Fiber
● Wireless
● Satellite
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DigOnce!

Accelerating Fiber Deployment

➢ 85% of Cost is Digging Trenches
➢ Policy Enabling Installation of Fiber 

Conduits During Road Works
➢ US Government First to Adopt Geeks’ 

Contribution to BDAC Model Law
➢ Advocacy Underway Worldwide



@PTCouncil  #PTC19

CommunityConnect!

Fast-Tracking Satellite Access

➢ Developed Regulatory Best Practices

➢ Licensing Reforms Underway Worldwide

➢ Endorsement by & Awards from…

Arthur C. Clarke Foundation, Asia Pacific Satellite Communications Council, 
EMEA Satellite Operators Association, the Space & Satellite Professionals 
International, the International Space University, the International Institute 
of Space Commerce, the Danish Telecom Industry Association, the Satellite 
Industry Association, and the American Institute for Aeronautics and 
Astronautics
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Tailoring Connectivity Solutions

● Enabling High Impact Mining-Sector 
CSR Programs  

● Empowering Communities with 
Connectivity

● Employing Applications that Enrich 
Lives, Educate Youth…and Strengthen 
Brand
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The Opportunity: Connectivity 
Supplier’s Infrastructure is Already 
In-Country, Enabling…

● Automation = Crew Reduction 

● Crew Connectivity = Higher Morale/Lower Churn

● Remote Real-Time Decision Making = Higher Efficiency 

● Real-time Supply Orders = Reduced Operating Costs
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The Wi-Fi Can Deliver Internet 
to Schools

● Mexico’s Ministry of Education 
bringing a learning environment to 
over 150,000 classrooms

● 17,500 secondary school classrooms 
in Mexico and 37,500 primary 
school classrooms

● 40% of the secondary school 
classrooms in the country



@PTCouncil  #PTC19

And Support Information Kiosks

● Bridging rural income disparities
● Creating new profit opportunity 
● 4,000 E-Choupals (Information Centers) 

connected to Internet 
● Networked across 5 Indian states to 

seamlessly connect farmers with large 
firms and global markets 
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And Promote Local Literacy

NGO Uconnect Linked Kashozi

Computer Lab with Ericsson GSM

Massive GSM Rollout in Developing World was 
Enabled by use of Satellite Backhaul and 
Included Operators Such As:

● Vodacom
● MTN
● Celtel/Zain
● Other 
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And Create Local Jobs
ROI for Rural Access Deployment – Satellite-Wi-Fi Site ROI for Rural Access Deployment- Satellite-WiFi Site
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Source: Northern Sky Research

Model Achieves Positive ROI in Q2 of Year 2
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Infrastructure Synergies

• The Supplier Can Provide Ring-fenced Capacity on Network 
for Communities in Areas Where They Have Operations, Or…

• The Supplier Can Install Separate Infrastructure for Use by 
Communities

• Either Option Provides Economies of Scale  

• The Supplier Can Install Infrastructure in Other Areas 
Determined by Central/Regional Administrations 
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Option to Leverage Local Services
Esoko/Tradenet – linking farmers and markets throughout Africa.

(Also Reuters’ Market Light facility in India)
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And Leveraging Low-Cost Tools

Mi-Fone $30 handset

$50 laptop project (UN/MIT)
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Using Proven Capabilities
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Conclusion: Win, Win, Win…Win

✓ Governments: Higher Standards of Education, Health, New  
Jobs, Increased GDP, (Stronger Tax Base)

✓ Communities: Improved Access to the ‘Global Village’, 
Education, Health Services, Vocational Training 

✓ Oil/Gas/Mining Co.: Lower-Cost, High-Impact, Branded CSR Solution

✓ The Supplier: Collaborative CSR Solution with Valued  Client
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Join Us! / Call to Action

David Hartshorn, CEO 
David@GeeksWF.org
www.GeeksWF.org

Office Locations: USA – London – Copenhagen

Follow Us On:
Twitter @GeeksWF #Internet4all #DigitalDivide 
Facebook @geekswithoutfrontiers
LinkedIN @geeks-without-frontiers

http://www.GeeksWF.org

